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The Link Magazine, now in its 15th year, is printed and
delivered to homes in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth
at the start of EVERY month. With additional homes
and demand we have increased our print production
to 17,000 copies. We are the only publication to deliver

The Link Magazine Rates

(Serving Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth)
DESCRIPTION ONE ISSUE THREE ISSUES

door to door each month.

If you would like to advertise your business or service
please feel free to contact us by phone or email as below.

www.thelink.ie
Editor, The Link Magazine | Online | APP | Printed Directory
087 6666436 | alan@thelink.ie | thelink.ie | thelinkdirect.ie

Alan Mac Court

Cut-off date for May issue: April 26th

PREMIUM ADVERTISEMENT
Full Page Advertisement €440
€290

€155

€390 per Issue
€260 Per Issue
€140 per Issue

Half Page Advertisement
Quarter Page Advertisement
TRADE AND SERVICES
Single Advert

Double Advert

€40

€30 Per Issue
€50 Per Issue

BIN CHARGES * " |

How much do YOU pay?

WASTE DISPOSAL IN CELBRIDGE, LEIXLIP
AND MAYNOOTH: HOW MUCH DO YOU PAY?

Waste disposal fees have become anincreasinglyimportant
topic for residents in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth.
Waste management companies have introduced new
pricing structures to accommodate sustainability efforts.
Whether you're new to the area or looking to update your
waste collection service, it's important to understand how
much you will pay for these essential services. The cost of
waste disposal is based on the size of your household and
the amount of waste you generate. Families and larger
households may find that flat-rate plans provide better
value, while smaller households may benefit from pay-by-
weight or pay-by-lift plans.

WASTE DISPOSAL PROVIDERS AND PRICING
IN CELBRIDGE, LEIXLIP & MAYNOOTH

BORD NA MONA RECYCLING

The most popular offer is €320.00 per year which is
charged at €26.67 pm. The maximum weight for the
Waste Bin per quarter is 195kg with excess at €0.28 per kg.

There is an option of weight service charge which is €82
service every 6 months and waste bin charge of €0.49
per kg, the recycling bin charge at €0.27 per kg and
organic bin at €0.28 per kg. They also have an option of a
glass bin at €0.18 per kg.

There is also an option of a lift charge which is €81 every
6 months and waste bin charge per lift of €13.50, a
recycling bin charge per lift at €6.50 per lift and organic
bin at €7 per lift. Finally, they have a glass bin at €4.30 per
lift.

(Editor’s note: On year 2 they automatically increase the price
to €360. When | went to cancel, a €50 cancelation fee was
suggested if though | had no contract with them).

GREYHOUND RECYCLING

Greyhound has three options on a monthly payment.

Standard: Which is 1-3 people. €19.50pm with maximum waste in your waste
bin of 32kg pm.

Family: For 3-5 people is €23.50pm with a max weight of 65kg pm.

Family Plus: For 5 plus people €29.50pm and a max weight of 95kg pm.

The recycling and organic bin is free.

There is also a Pay By Weight Scheme: Service charge/week €3.75 Black bin
€0.50 per kg, Brown bin €0.38 per kg, Green bin €0.25 per kg.

There is also a Pay By Lift: Service charge year €59.95, Black bin lift €4.50
per lift, €0.25 per kilo, Brown bin lift €4 per lift, €0.10 per kilo, Green bin lift
€4.50 per lift, €0.02 per kilo.

THORNTONS

Thorntons have options similar to Greyhound Waste Collection.

ECO Band Lite: This is for 1-3 people. This is €23.99pm and has a general
waste bin lift based on the weight of up to 25kg pm.

Eco Band: This is suitable for 4+ person households and is €28.99 pm. Price
per general waste bin lift based on the weight of up to 40kg pm.

Eco Band Pro: This is for 6 plus people and costs €32.99 pm. Price per general
waste bin lift based on the weight of up to 65kg pm.

ALLIED WASTE

Eco Plan: €17.50 Waste Allowance 150kg per 6 months. No Excess on Recycling
(Fair usage applies). Compost Allowance 150kg per 6 months

Kildare Super Saver: €19.17 pm

Waste Allowance 180kg per six months (€0.25 per kilo thereafter). No Excess
on Recycling. (Fair usage applies). Compost Allowance 180kg per six months
(€0.20 per kilo thereafter).

Kildare Standard: €25 pm

Waste Allowance 325kg per six months (€0.25 per kilo thereafter). No Excess
on Recycling. (Fair usage applies). Compost Allowance 250kg per six months
(€0.20 per kilo thereafter)

Kildare Saver €22.50 pm

Waste Allowance 220kg per 6 month (€0.25 per kilo thereafter).

No Excess charges on Recycling (Fair usage applies).

Compost Allowance 220kg per 6 months (€0.20 per kilo thereafter).

Each provider may provide other collection services.
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SELLING YOUR PROPERTY THIS SPRING?
NO “BUNNY” KNOWS THE PROPERTY MARKET
BETTER THAN US!

# Thinking of selling your
property or renting your
investment property and

want the absolute best
results in the industry?

s (1] SCAN HERE FOR A

FREE VALUATION
You will be delighted you
did. Our results speak
for themselves!

43 WILLOW AVENUE PR|M 15 WILLOWBROOK PARK, APT 72 THE SQUARE, HAZEL- 8 CALLENDERS MlLL
ROSE GATE, CELBRIDGE CELBRIDGE HATCH PARK, CELBRIDGE CELBRIDGE

: e —— - ;
9 THE GREEN, HAZELHATCH 38, THE WALK OLDTOWN 82 THORNHILL GARDENS, 150 THE WALLED GARDENS 67 THE VIEW ST WOLSTANS
PARK, CELBRIDGE MILL, CELBRIDGE CELBRIDGE CELB! ABBEY, CELBRIDGE

Team remax Go gle
Lorraine

RE/MAX National
Mullhigan G o 1T
Selling Agent
« Award Winning « Dedicated * Experienced « Passionate _4 2007 - 2023
AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS M.I.PA.V. M.C.E.Il. TRV PRSA No: 002196-002793
Main Street, Celbridge, Co. Kildare | Tel: 01627 2770 a n R
11 Lower Main Street, Lucan, Co. Dublin | Tel: 01 628 3660 /100./\ {ATINUM CARMANS ND/K Rrnx

Email: office@teamlorraine.ie_ _ Follow Us on Yol
www.teamlorraine.ie m m
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Female owned
Construction Company. ‘

’: ;CONSTRUCTION e

e: info@designroom.ie
7 The Mall, Main Street, Leixlip.

Custom Units in
your Garden

We include everything!
Groundwork, Blocks, Roof, Plumbing, Electric,
Windows, Doors, Bathroom

and even painting!

Based in Leixlip
e: info@grannyflats.ie m: 087 2889127
s’ \www.GrannyFlats.ie

Celbridge, Leixlip
& Maynooth

- Guaranteed Delivery

|€7, 3
~ -

P ‘
<* IMPRESSION

DESIGN & PRINT

www.impressionprint.ie

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION SPECIAL OFFER

All HOMES IN CELBRIDGE €470
All HOMES IN LEIXLIP €420
All HOMES IN MAYNOOTH €420

All HOMES IN CELBRIDGE €330
All HOMES IN LEIXLIP €260
All HOMES IN MAYNOOTH €260

Old Milltown Industrial Estate,
Kill, Co. Kildare, W91 CF5Y
Call 087 6666 436 or 401 9704 for a FREE,

no-obligation quote E-mail: alan@thelink.ie
Ts&Cs apply

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers
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PRISTINE

" T N

specialists in Bathroom
Design & Installation

At Pristine Bathrooms we provide a professional
bathroom installation service.

¥ Custom Designs tailored to your needs
v Expert Craftsmanship from start to finish
¥ All trades covered

¥ Full Project Management

¥ Seamless, Stress-Free Process

¥ Guarantee & After sales

We are passionate about providing a quality, hassle
free service while creating beautiful bathrooms with
care and precision.

Call 1800 9388 59 or 089 2415 507

info@pristinebathrooms.ie
www.pristinebathrooms.ie
Celbridge, Co. Kildare.

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers
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The Link Directory

serving Gelbridge, Leixlip & Maynooth
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' !gi <M Coming this Spring

o2 —L:S‘»t "‘:’_..

s S _ your Local Link Directory!

BOOK YOUR ADVERT IN THE
FORTHCOMING LINK DIREGTORY

FREE Delivery to All Homes in Celbridge, Leixlip & Maynooth

This Spring, we're bringing you the 3rd edition of a comprehensive printed directory packed with
businesses, services, events and more from right here in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth.

BRONZE LISTING | SILVER LISTING
A QUARTER page in A HALF page in
The Link Directory PLUS The Link Directory PLUS
listing as below on listing as below on
our website and APP

GOLD LISTING
A FULL page in
The Link Directory
PLUS listing as below

on our website and APP

€440

our website and APP

€160 €260

Local Business Listings: Every home in Celbridge, Leixlip

From restaurants & shops to trades people & Maynooth will receive a copy
and professional services - find everything

you need in one convenient place. this Spring - Absolutely FREE!

Contact Alan on 0876666 436 alan@thelink.ie www.thelink.ie

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers 6
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O'SULLIVAN

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS
DESIGN = SUPPLY " INSTALL

%.\1 ;
PLUMBING, TILING, ELECTRICAL
CARPENTRY, PAINTING

Let us take care of everything from concept
to completion.

A seamless service right through to full installation,
including all labour and materials.

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

FOR A FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION &
QUOTATION, CALL DAVID ON 087 968 5163

© Unit 7, Monread Industrial Pk, Naas, W91 NVR4 @ 087 968 5163 @ david@ioshs.com

www.osullivanbathrooms.ie

Please men tion THE LINK to advertisers
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d. Monahan’s
O  Fuels & Garden Centre

ALSO AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE ONLINE

FLORENCE 4 PIECE RATTAN TORO LOUNGE SET DELUXE SORRISO LOUNGE SET SEOMRA LOUNGE SET
SOFA SET IN BLACK RANGE 4 PIECE DELUXE RANGE 4 PIECE DELUXE RANGE 4 PIECE
Only €199 Only €1199 Only €1049 Only €999

was €299 was €2398 was €2098 was €1998

BLOSSOM COFFEE SET ORCHID ROCKING CHAIR SIAM NEW ROPE 4 PIECE SET AMORE 4 PIECE RATTAN
DELUXE RANGE 3 PIECE 3 PIECE SET DELUXE RANGE SOFA SET
Only €599 Only €579 Only €899 Only €429
was €849 was €849 was €1798 was €599

FREE DELIVERY TO CELBRIDGE,
LEIXLIP AND MAYNOOTH

MONAHAN'S FUELS & GARDEN CENTRE | STRAFFALI

Visit www.monahans.ie to view our full range and spe

Phone: 01 627 6540

Please men tion THE LINK to advertisers 8
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With 17,000 copies FREE every issue, you are guaranteed to be seen

HUGE CLEARANCE SALE!
WHILE STOCKS LAST

GLACIER RATTAN CORNER SETTE RATTAN DINING SET MIAMI X RATTAN CORNER TOWNYARD COCKTAIL
SOFA SET DELUXE RANGE 7 PIECE SOFA SET BAR SET
Only €1099 Only €999 Only €699 Only €299
was €1499 was €1499 was €899 was €499

FRESCO 3 PIECE RATTAN ZEN TWO FUNCTION SIENNA COMFORT RATTAN FLORENCE 4 PIECE RATTAN
COFFEE SET IN BROWN RATTAN SOFA SET SOFA SET BROWN SOFA SET IN BROWN
Only €149 Only €429 Only €499 Only €199
was €199 was €599 was €749 was €299

OFFERS ARE VALID UNTIL
30TH APRIL 2025

N ROAD | MAYNOOTH | CO. KILDARE | W23 D586

ifications or visit our showrooms at Barberstown Cross

www.monahans.ie

t&c apply
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YOUR APRIL GARDEN

Preparation

Grass should be growing strongly now, so make sure you mow
regularly. While you're mowing take note of any bare patches, moss
invasion and weeds and deal with any problems you see. April is the
ideal time to feed the grass for a lush, healthy lawn. Also make sure
you remove any rocks; sticks and other debns from your lawn to
prevent vou from damaging your lawnmower, or even injuring
vourself while mowing, Check your lawnmower and other garden
equipment in preparation for the spring and summer months ahead,

If you would like to add some instant colour to your patio and garden
then opt for some ready filled pots, or plant up your own. A good
idea is to add a controlled release fertiliser and water-retaining gel to
the compast to make feeding and water easy. Dion't restrict yourself
to only buying plants in bloom, Some plants, such as petunias, can ba
set back after planting and may take a littde longer to bloom. Plants
without blossoms will actually bloom soener and may even grow
better as well,

Hanging baskets also add instant colour: but it's a little too early to put
out yoursummer hanging basket in early April. This shouldn't stop you
from planting them up now though. You'll just need to keep them
inside where theyll get good light and protection frem any frost. By
planting therm now you'll have a full basket ready to burst into colour
for the summer,

Prick out seedlings of tender bedding plants and pot up young plug
plants and cuttings this month so that they can grow into sturdy plants
ready to be planted out once the fear of frosts has passed. Always
use fresh potting compost for this and make sure that seed trays, pots
and cell trays are thoroughly cleaned. Plants will need to be hardened
before being planted out, they can be protected from cold, wind and
frosts with some horticultural fleece.

To Do List

This month give all your outdoor plants the best start by makeng sure
you feed them now Spninkle some fertiliser around the root area and
work it into the top inch of the soil If the sail 15 dry, water in the feed
to prevent it burning the roots, Again, controlled release fertilisers are
the easiest way to feed and forget, as they release their nutrients
whenever the soil is warm enough for plant growth, and will feed the
plants for the whole year

To keep weeds at bay and maintain a moist soil during the summer
apply a two or three inches thick layer of mulch, such as composted
bark or bark chippings. This will also insulate the soil and prevent it
from getting too cold or too hot for good plant growth. If weeds are
a big problem in your garden then it may be necessary to tackle them
with weedkiller first,

Cut the flowers and seed heads from spring-flowering bulbs as they
begin to fade. Do not cut the foliage until it dies naturally; the leaves
are important for producing strong bulbs capable of reflowering. In
fact feeding the plants after flowering with a soluble plant food

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers

applied over the foliage and around the roots will ensure a superb
display next year, You can also prune spring blooming shrubs such as
forsythia'and spirea after they have completed flowering

Sowing and Planting

Brighten up your garden now with so many plants to choose from,
Watch. it come to life with bergenias, camellias. chaenomeles.
flevvering currants, heathers, hellebores and prmulas. To extend the
blooming period of gladiolus, plant early, middle and late season
selections each week until June. Choose a sunny location and plant
four to six inches deep and six to eight inches apart. Hardy annuals
can be sown outside now where you want them to flower You can
sowy a selection of annual climbers but keep them indoors for now.

To ensure tasty, early vegetables this vear, buy your growing-bags now
and put them in the shed. garage or greenhouse so that the compost
can warm up ready for planting up later. You can put-young tomato,
pepper, cucumber and other plants into growing bags, er about nine
inch pots of compost, as soon as they're big enough to transplant.
Dion't forget that these plants will require suitable support while they
are growing,

For a riot of colour this summer you can't beat summerflowering
bulbs: Lilies are especially good for bringing colour and scent to the
garden. They can even be planted in containers on the patio. Then
cover the surface of compost with bedding plants for extra summer
colour;

ORCHARD

AWAAWTHEORCHARDIE e s 2

Eco Windows §; Doors

Maynooth Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
£,015038602 ﬂosg 4004713 [ info@ecowindows.ie

Y e ﬂ
uPVC * TIMBER
ALUMINIUM

Composite Palladio
Entrance Doors

&F from €1500 supply & fit

£
Find us on
facebook for
the latest
deals &
offers!

We supply and install replacement glass
units to your existing window frames.
We also repair & replace broken:
Hinges, Handles, Letterboxes,
Restrictors, Patio Rollers, Also Fix
Dropped Doors, Draughts, Gaps etc.

FREE Quotation ° 1st Class After Sales Service

All Work Guaranteed ° Fully Insured rac apply
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IRELAND’S pOPULATION. TheE RISE ANO FALL ANO :

In 1790 the population of the whole island of Ireland was
approx. 4 million people. On the eve of the great famine, it
stood at over 8 million. That is double the population in 50
years! Are we on the same trajectory with Ireland 2025 and
beyond?

The lowest population we have had in hundreds of years was
in the early 1960s when our population hit a low of 2.82 million
people. Up to that point Ireland’s population had decreased
every year since the great famine of 1845. We now have over
5.3 million people in the Republic of Ireland. Close to double in
a couple of generations. In the last 23 years our population has
increased by approx. 36%.

And we wonder why there are not enough houses? With the
seemingly economic success of our country there are huge
pitfalls. Emigration of our youth is on the rise as many cannot
rent or purchase an affordable home. As government targets
prove unachievable, it seems one of the big ideas is for these
young people to live in structures in their parents back garden.

However, immigration is on the increase with tens of thousands
of immigrants arriving in Ireland looking for work alongside
economic refugees and asylum seekers. Being members of the
European Union we have free travel between our 27 member
states and of course we have free movement with the UK which
has been in place since the foundation of the state in 1922.
Historically, Irish people have always emigrated a lot more than
the British have immigrated here but this has changed recently
as more Britons find a home here as their country struggles
post-Brexit. This of course is legal now in the Republic of Ireland
unlike the illegal immigrants from 1169 to 1922. &

A brief summary of the status of our migration in 2024 by
the Central Statistics Office (CSO) is as follows:

* The population in Ireland rose by 98,700 people which was
the largest 12-month increase since 2008.

e There were 149,200 immigrants which was a 17-year high.
This was the third successive 12-month period where over
100,000 people immigrated to Ireland.

e Of those immigrants, 30,000 were returning Irish citizens,
27,000 were other EU citizens, and 5,400 were UK citizens.
The remaining 86,800 immigrants were citizens of other
countries.

* Over 69,000 people departed the State in the 12 months to
April 2024, compared with 64,000 in the same period of
2023. This is the highest emigration figure since 2015.

* There was a natural increase of 19,400 people in the State
comprised of 54,200 births and 34,800 deaths.

So, we have the highest emigration in 10 years and the highest
immigration of non-Irish/UK/EU since the early 2000's

It was projected back in 2013 that Rep. of Ireland’s population
would hit 6.5 million by 2060. If we continue at this rate we shall
achieve that number in just over a decade.

Ireland’s population has 15.5% who are citizens of other
countries but nearly 22% are not born in Ireland. Ireland in
2024 gave citizenship to over 30,000 people. This is a record
high and included people from over 140 countries. The top 10
nationalities of these applicants were:

INDIA: 1,147

UNITED KINGDOM: 636
BRAZIL: 609
ROMANIA: 494
POLAND: 417
NIGERIA: 353
PHILIPPINES: 315
SOUTH AFRICA: 246
CHINA (INC HONG KONG): 241
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 191

Whatever you feel about immigration to Ireland, with
so many nationalities coming to Ireland it is vital that
integration works. Looking at our two closest neighbours,
the UK and France seem to have got many aspects of
integration wrong and many people although born in
those countries don’t feel part of the community. Our
countries history of emigration to the UK resulted in
many of our people feeling excluded from their new
communities. Liverpool is a prime example with 50% of
that city having some lrish heritage. With many scousers
feeling “othered” it is common for a Liverpudlians to call
themselves scouse and not English. The English national
anthem is booed by many (not all) Liverpool people at
sporting occasions too. Do we want that with some of
the immigrants to our shore? | hope not.

A recent Red C poll 75% of Irish people stated we are
taking in too many immigrants. There are factors that are
inside and outside our control.

We voted to be part of a union with 27 other countries
and the UK so that we can come and go as we please.
This is non-negotiable and for the most part as most
people are happy with this. However, questions should
be asked about whether citizens who commit serious
crimes should be allowed to wander around the EU. |
look at some of the Irish criminals in southern Spain and
wonder how they are allowed just move around as they
please.

Seemingly, we also have an obligation to accept asylum
seekers who arrive in lIreland as per 1951 Refugee
Convention. This is reserving impunity for illegal travel
to refugees coming directly from a state of persecution.

That leaves us with what we can control which is the
situation regarding economic refugees who arrive in
Ireland. There are ways to apply from outside the country
if you are looking for work. If you come to our shores this
country needs to enforce the rules a little better than it
has done in recent years.

Times are a changing. Mr. Trump has put the cat amongst
the pigeons and our economy could take a serious hit
very soon. Over a billion euro was spent last year on
international protection applicants, a 54% increase from
2023. Sometimes, we need to pause and reflect.

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers
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WHAT IS VEHICLE-TO-LOAD (V2L) TECHNOLOGY?

Electric vehicle (EV) manufacturers continue to
develop more innovations in technology and one such
innovation is Vehicle-To-Load (V2L) - a feature that
allows EVs to act as a mobile power source, supplying
electricity to external devices and appliances. V2L is
becoming a popular and practical feature that can
even save owners money and benefit the national grid.

At its core, V2L enables an EV to discharge electricity
from its battery via an onboard inverter and dedicated
outlets. This turns the vehicle into a portable power bank,
capable of supporting everything from charging small
electronic gadgets to powering household appliances,
or even running power tools on a worksite. The benefits
of V2L become particularly evident in scenarios where
access to the grid is limited or unavailable. Camping trips,
for example, are transformed when your car can keep the
lights on, cook meals, or charge devices, removing the
need for bulky and noisy generators. In a similar fashion,
outdoor events, pop-up stalls, or markets can run entirely
off the car’s battery.

From a technical perspective, V2L works by reversing the
traditional flow of electricity. Instead of solely charging the
vehicle's battery, power is sent outward via an inverter.
Depending on the model, V2L can operate through a
standard domestic-style plug in the cabin or through

Article by Breda Corrigan

a specialised adapter connected to the vehicle’s
charging port. The user simply plugs in the appliance
or device and the system regulates the power output
to ensure safety and efficiency. However, heavy
usage will inevitably impact the car's driving range, so
it does require careful planning on longer journeys.
Drivers need to strike a balance between powering
external devices and reserving enough charge to
reach their destination or the next charging point.

EVs are no longer just cars, they are multi-functional
tools capable of adapting to a variety of needs. For
the eco-conscious driver, V2L reinforces the value of
investing in an electric vehicle by offering practical
solutions that extend well beyond driving. Not all EVs
come equipped with V2L as standard, although this is
expected to change as the technology becomes more
mainstream.
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Our small practice provides our clients with
professional and confidential service.

We deal with many issues in our practice:
* Couple specialists ¢ Individual counselling
* Stress, workplace issues (Eap) therapists
* Anxiety, bereavement, health anxiety
* Anger issues, depression ¢ Adolescent issues

7’/ e/en, 8 can /dzn

MIACP & MNAPCP /B.Sc in
Counselling and Psychotherapy

Barbara Deran

MIACP / B.Sc in Counselling
and Psychotherapy

(s
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Colaiste Naomh Eoin
An Ghaeltacht sa Bhaile

30 Bliain aq fas
Winner of the Memorex Culture Award.

Gaeltacht Summer Courses 2025
For Students aged 8-18 years old.

Y)

g_:f-z

Maynooth University
02/06/25 -13/06/25

Maynooth Post Primary School
30/06/25 - 11/07/25

Pipers Hill College Naas
30/06/25 -11/07/25

* Formal Class © Sports « Games * Competitions
* Fun Activities « Céile & Sing Song * Art - Drama

“The most comprehensive, enjoyable and affordable
Gaeltacht course in Ireland”- The Irish Times

Main Street, Leixlip, Co. Kildare
Helen 087 780 4073 Barbara 085 841 8067
Email info@leixlipcounselling.com

www.leixlipcounselling.com

BOOK ONLINE TODAY!

Contact 01-2985287

or visit our website www.colaistenaomheoin.com
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When Your Local Vet Isn’t Local Anymore:

The Impact of Corporate Involvement in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth

For many pet owners in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth, the
local vet has always been a trusted companion in caring for our
furry friends. A place where the familiar faces know your pet
by name and where personal relationships with staff ensure the
best possible care. But lately, many are noticing a shift: local
veterinary clinics are being bought out by corporate chains and
the experience that once felt personal is becoming a distant,
corporate transaction. So, what does this change mean for the
pet owners in our community?

THE RISE OF CORPORATE VETERINARY CLINICS

Corporate ownership in the veterinary world is on the rise and Cel-
bridge, Leixlip and Maynooth are no exceptions. National and in-
ternational veterinary chains are increasingly making their mark,
offering sleek facilities, standardised practices and often a more
consistent approach to care. On the surface, this might seem like an
improvement.

But for many local pet owners, the warmth and personal connection
that came with a small, independent practice are being replaced
by corporate efficiency. The vet who knew your dog’s quirks, or the
technician who was familiar with your cat's history, may now be just
another staff member in a larger system. This shift can feel imper-
sonal and leave a void that many are struggling to fill.

THE IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY

A major concern for many is that with corporate involvement comes
a shift in priorities. Local, independent veterinary practices are often
motivated by a genuine commitment to their community. The own-
ers and staff are embedded in the same community and they're not
just treating pets—they're treating the neighbours they see at the
local shop or the school gates.

Corporate vet clinics, however, are primarily driven by business
models focused on profit, scalability and operational efficiency. It
can also lead to a decrease in the personal touch that made the local
vet a beloved part of the community. In the quest for expansion and
growth, smaller, family-run practices are sometimes pushed aside,
leaving owners with fewer options to choose from.

SO, WHAT CAN PET OWNERS DO?
WHO ARE THESE CORPORATES?

e Some are Irish-owned but the majority are multinational
corporations. IVC Evidensia is the largest owner of vet practices in
Europe, yet in Ireland trades under the original names of the
practices that they bought.

® Another is Mars Inc - yes, the Mars bar company! They actually
own more vet practices throughout the world than anyone else,
and have just opened their third vet practice in our community of
Celbridge, leixlip and Maynooth. One of these businesses is
essentially three practices: a GP practice, a referral practice
and an Out of Hours practice, operating from the same premises.

* Sometimes, Mars may choose to keep the original practice name
and some clients may be unaware of the changeover.
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SUPPORT LOCAL ALTERNATIVES

If you're not ready to embrace the corporate shift,
look for nearby independent vets who are still thriving
in the area. These are the 3 remaining in Celbridge,
Leixlip and Maynooth that | am aware of.
¢ Riverforest Vets, Leixlip

(Steve Hallahan, MVB, MRCVS)
¢ Leixlip Veterinary Hospital

(Teresa O'Driscoll, MVB MRCVS)
¢ Celbridge Veterinary Hospital

(Robert Frayne, MVB MRCVS)

ADVOCATE FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS

If you're unhappy with the changes, don't be afraid
to speak up. Advocate for your pet’s well-being and
communicate your concerns about the shift towards
corporate practices.

LOOKING FORWARD

The presence of corporate veterinary chains in Cel-
bridge, Leixlip and Maynooth is a reflection of a
larger trend across many industries: the shift from
local, family-owned businesses to more commercial,
streamlined operations. While this can bring some
advantages, it's also important to recognize what we
stand to lose. The sense of community, trust and con-
nection we've come to cherish in our local vet prac-
tices is invaluable and it's something we must work
to preserve. Like many big businesses, once they
squeeze out the competition, it is quite possible that
the price increases.

As pet owners, we can choose how we navigate this
new reality. We can seek out practices that still em-
body the care and compassion we expect, whether
corporate or independent and make sure that the
well-being of our beloved pets remains the top pri-
ority.

In the end, the love and care we give our pets should
never be a business transaction - it's a relationship
that deserves to be nurtured, no matter where the
clinic is located.
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CHOCOLATE

Most Easter treats are made from chocolate, which contains
theobromine, a chemical that can be poisonous to cats,
dogs and rabbits. Dark chocolate and cooking chocolates
have the highest levels of theobromine, although it’s also
present in milk chocolate. Depending on the size of the pet
and the amount of chocolate eaten, the effects can vary
from vomiting and diarrhoea to seizures, internal bleeding
and even heart attacks.

What to do if you suspect your pet has eaten chocolate:
If you think your pet has eaten chocolate, even a small
amount, call your vet immediately so that they can advise
you over the phone. Ideally, they should be seen within
the hour. Don't try to make your dog sick, as this can be
dangerous.

How to prevent your pet from eating chocolate:

Many pets, particularly dogs, will try their best to get to any
chocolate lying around, so remember to keep it out of paw’s
reach. This is particularly true of puppies; they will pretty
much eat anything they can get hold of. Young children
may be unaware of the dangers of chocolate to pets and
will often try and share their treats without you realising.
Take the time to teach them that chocolate can make their
beloved petill and remind them never to feed it to them.

KEEPING YOUR PET SAFE AT EASTER

This article is supplied by the veterinary team at the Riverforest Veterinary Centre in Leixlip. At Riverforest Vets, our mission is to

provide the best possible veterinary care for our patients and the best possible service to our clients. Call us on (01) 4430890

Throw a pet-friendly Easter egg hunt:

If you plan to do a chocolate Easter egg hunt, count the number of
treats hidden and ensure the hunters get the same number back, to
avoid leaving any behind for your pet to find later. Keep your pet well
out of the way during the hunt to prevent them finding the eggs first.

OTHER EASTER TREATS YOUR DOG OR CAT SHOULD AVOID:

HOT CROSS BUNS
Hot cross buns are another springtime treat that can be potentially
harmful to animals. Raisins, sultanas and currants are all toxic to pets,
causing vomiting, diarrhoea and, in some cases, kidney failure. Make
sure you keep your pets away from them.

BE WARY OF SPRING BULBS AND FLOWERS
Some common bulbs and their flowers are
highly toxic to pets, such as daffodils,
narcissus, tulips, hyacinths, bluebells
and lilies. Fortunately, serious cases of
poisoning caused by dogs eating
toxic bulbs or plants are rare, but it's
always best to keep an eye on your
dog when they're out in the
garden or woodland and if they
are showing signs of being unwell,
contact your vet immediately.

FREE vet visits

“% & year round
feinld .

worm, flea
. & tick control
with our
; premium Pet

Health Plans!

See www.riverforestvets.ie
or call us on 01 4430890
to find out more

W8 Riverforest
S V) Veterinary Centre

t: 01 443 08 90 e: riverforestvets@gmail.com
www.riverforestvets.com
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windows & doors
SERVING KILDARE, DUBLIN & SURROUNDING AREAS

We have 30 years experience,
are fully insured & are an
Irish owned company

& We supply & fit:

«COMPOSITE DOORS
*PVC WINDOWS

*PATIO DOORS

| «FRENCH DOORS

| *TURN & TILT WINDOWS
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TRADE AND SERVICES

CREATURE COMEFORTS
DOG KENNELS

o Purpose Built, Individual, Indoor Kennels o Background Music
o Heated Air Conditioned Rooms « CCTV
o Text Updates on Your Pets « Large Exercise Field

o Lots of Care & Attention
-7
LI

Maggie Finan Tel: 087 901 5641
Dara Cottage, Oldtown Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare

GAFFNEY
WOODWORKING

Special Purpose Joinery Made to Order

Doors etc. MDE, Plywood cut to size
Wooden Gates supplied & fitted
Garden Sheds supplied & fitted from €490

30 Maynooth Rd, Celbridge Call 01 6288697

PAINTING AND

DECORATORS

PROFESSIONAL
GARDEN CARE
» Seasonal Garden Tidy

* Domestic
& Commercial

* Interior & Exterior
* Top Professional
| Service Guaranteed
¢ Full Insurance Cover
¢ FREE Estimates

087 663 6130

* Hedge Trimming

- Hedge & Shrub Pruning

China Kitchen

Chinese & Thai Take Away
Freshness Promised
Top Quality Guaranteed
Unit 7 Captain’s Hill, Leixlip "E_
T 6245578 136246234 -.,.

B Get our AP [

ORDER ONLINE
www.chinakitchenchinese.ie

leixlipchinakitchen@gmail.com

CONOR’S

24 Hour Tow-In
& Breakdown
Service
“And everpbody wos happy

Ph: 087-248 6524

MATT SMYTH
Carpentry &
Building Services

* Roof Repairs
* Doors & Floors
(Supply & Fit)

* Wardrobes
¢ Kitchen Repair
* Building
Repairs

No job too blg or small'
Call 086 104 2557

Derek Taaffe

POWERWASHING
SERVICE
* Driveways
- Patios - Decking
- Cleaned & Restored

» Lawn Care - Plant Advice Indian Sandstone Restored

Call Derek: 01 624 2584 Mobile: 086 803 3532
info@derektaaffe.com www.derektaaffe.com
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GUTTER, FASCIA, SOFFIT
& EXTERNAL CLEANING
Call to make an appointment

Gay 086126 2963
Denis 086 256 3311

safe adrm

Driving School
085 1096420

info@Lsafe.ie
www.Lsafe.ie

1G5 in)

LOCATED IN PRIMROSE GATE
* BREED
STANDARD FINISH
* HAND STRIPPING

%, & DE-SHEDDING

* SKILLED &
"= EXPERIENCED

@@ PRICES FROM €60

<l dogsbyizzy@gmail.com

085-2240467

Castletown
School of Motoring

Francis Docaigne
Qualified Driving Instructor

Adamstown, Celbridge,
Kilcock, Leixlip, Newcastle,
Maynooth, Straffan

francis@castletownsom.com
www.castletownsom.com

Mob: 086 044 0157

ads  { /

Professional
Ironing Service

We collect, iron & deliver.
BOOK TODAY!

theironingroom.ie

087-9742608

CONTACT MICHAEL MURRAY EYIFT#m of
« Sanitary Ware Supplied & Fitted up to €750
« Complete Bathrooms availabl
Supplied & Fitted from €2,700 for boil S
« Power Showers Supplied & Fitted repl LU
« All aspects of central heating covered Placement
including back boilers
Registered Gas Installer - Boilers Changed sel=

Phone 086 8142 766 or 01 6275 434

©RE

www.mmurrayplumbingheating.ie

- TheBoilerCompany.ie

{@ info@theboilerco.ie

SUSTAINABLE

seal i  ®015240711 RGI

See more on
www.theboilercompany.ie

“Leading Gar’denﬁg'i.’_
& Landscaping Spec’ialis't'sf'_;.‘_
- For Many Yeatrs

. |
MJ Gardening
& Landscapes

A SERVICE FOR EVERY SEASON

| Garden Maintenance * Landscape Design * Fencing |

Contact Us Today For A Free Quote SCAN HERE

@ 087-7118240 or 01-6240001
n MJ Gardenlng & Landscapes

Your advert here to over 17,000 homes EVERY MONTH for under €30pm

Please mention THE LINK to advertisers
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Brady O'Flaherty

Thinking
of selling?

We are actively looking for properties in

Maynooth, Celbridge & Leixlip

Karen Germaine Eamon O'Flaherty Bryn Peters

Call 01 651 0000 Email mfo@sfbradyoflaherty ie

Main Street, Maynooth, Co. Kildare | Main Street, Celbridge, Co Kildare
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